


Reading is the most important skill in English 
language from other language skills in acquiring 
language. if students are good in reading, they will 
be good in other language skills (writing, 
speaking, and listening).For this reason teachers 
of English language should focus on this skill.



Importance of Reading Skill 
Teaching and learning of English language aim at making 
English language a library language, and this directly 
involves reading skills. By achieving mastery over reading 
skills of English language we will be able to get the latest 
and most advanced knowledge of every field.
Aims of Reading Skill
 widen the horizon of knowledge and understanding. 
 gives a rapid sense of achievement and less regress 

programming for the productive activities like writing 
skills. 

 gives more variety to the experience. 
 uses as source of feedback. 
 helps to acquire speed which he would needs in future. 





Ability to read-
“Reading with understanding and speed.”

 Helping the students to read in sense group-
 combining sense groups in meaningful units. 
 guessing the meaning of unfamiliar words. 
 making prediction regarding the meaning of the text as 
a whole and also of isolated words and sentences. 
 understanding the text organisation by locating places, 
identifying main ideas, facts, events, figures and 
characters. 
 dealing with most relevant ideas and unfamiliar words. 
 ignoring unnecessary language items and ideas. 
 overall reading with understanding involves 
recognizing, memorizing, recalling and organizing. 



At the beginning the same matter should be given to read 
which has been practiced orally. 

 The units - should be in sequence. 
 must be progressive system. 
 Known to unknown. 
 Simple to complex. 
 Whole to part. 
 Easy to difficult. 
 Familiar to unfamiliar. 
 Frequent before less frequent. 
 Subject matter should be presented in meaningful situations 

and in small units. 
The shortcoming in oral methods or speech should be 

checked in written form. 
 Interference of mother tongue should be checked. 



After giving enough of practice and exposure, some 
structure and vocabulary item, as reading, activity should be 
started. Reading should always, proceed after listening and 
speaking. Content should appeal the child to develop interest. 
 Children should enjoy what they read. 
 Interest should be kept high. 
 Motivation is very important with adequate drill and 
exercises. 
 Traditionally first letters are learnt but more realistic and 
effective approach is to learn the language and then present it 
by visual symbols. 
 Interference of mother tongue should be checked. 











READING TECHNIQUES/SUBKINDS 
Scanning Rapid reading assisted by key words to locate specific 
pieces of info - for research, review - gets info that answer what, who, 
where, when, how. Scanning is used when a specific piece of 
information is required, such as a name, date, symbol, formula, or 
phrase, is required. 

Need not to read the contents from cover to cover. Instead, go to the 
specific page on which there is information , quickly run through and 
locate the specific item(s) of information. 
Exa. looking for a word meaning in the dictionary, getting a document 
from the filing cabinet, looking through the yellow pages, Looking 
through a book and see some specific words, sentence. Scanning ia
a quick reading, focusing on locating specific information.
Scanning involves quick eye movements.



Purpose of Reading Scanning  : 
 Reading to get a few specific items of Information. 
 To search a specific word , term etc.
 To save time 

 Example : Look up some specific information in a dictionary, encyclopedia, a 
product manual, a brochure or other reference resources.



2. Skimming - rapid reading focusing on the TITLE, HEADINGS,
TOPIC SENTENCE, SIGN POSTS to get the main idea - effective
preliminary step to reading thoroughly because after skimming,
you can quickly go back to details you need to read entirely. Done
for obtaining the more important information in a selection to get
a fairly complete and detailed overview of it.
used when \the reader is in a hurry.
To get quick general idea.
High degree of comprehension.  400- normal 800 high. Newspaper 
, Reading a story, a newspaper, a film review, a description, etc.
Buy a book .
We fast, often skipping words, sentences, sometimes even 
paragraphs that are not important and try and get an overall 
understanding of the text. Purpose of Reading : Reading for an 
overall understanding of a text. 



Advantage
We can: 
- understand the contents of each passages exactly.
- figure out the main idea easily.
- understand the organization of the text perfectly.
- save the time when competitive exam, perfect time in management.
- save the time to read long passage.
- improve the understanding of the text.
- choose correct answer exactly.
- trained to run their eye to get information quickly, directly
- stimulated to be active and active in both asking and answering the 
question about specific information and clues related to the text.
Disadvantage
- Superficial, not specific enough to be able to tell all the details, to pass 
exam about it. we often have go back and re-read the entire passage 
again to understand
- Poor comprehension and retention of material.



reading slowly, word by word and sentence by sentence to get 
the meaning of the sentence.

To get the full information. 
Example: reading text book for study purpose or reading 
an article of the interest. 

Characteristic.
a) Usually classroom based
b) Reader is intensely involved in looking inside the text
c) Students focus on linguistic or semantic details of reading
d) Students focus on surface structure details such as grammar and discourse 
markers
e) Students identify key vocabulary
f) Students may draw pictures to aid them (such as in problem  solving)
g) Texts are read carefully and thoroughly, again and again
h) Aim is to build more language knowledge rather than simply
practice the skill of reading
i) Seen more commonly than extensive reading in classroom



Advantages
(1) provides a base to study structure, vocabulary and idioms.
(2) provides a base for students to develop a greater control of  language
(3) provides for a check on the degree of comprehension for Individual. 

Disadvantages
(1) There is little actual practice of reading because of the small
amount of text. In a class with multi-reading abilities, students may not be 
able to read at their own level because everyone in the class is reading the 
same material.
(2) The text may be not interested the reader because it was chosen by the 
teacher.
(3) There is little chance to learn language patterns due to the small amount 
of text.
(4) Because exercises and assessment usually follow intensive
reading, students may come to associate reading with testing and not 
pleasure. 



Extensive reading involves learners reading texts for
enjoyment and to develop general reading skills. It can be
compared with intensive reading, which means reading in
detail with specific learning aims and tasks. A teacher reads
a short story with learners, but does not set them any tasks
except to read and listen.
In the classroom
Extensive reading is often overlooked, especially as a 
classroom activity. Teachers often feel it is not an effective 
use of class time or are just uncomfortable with the 
extended silence. Learners can be encouraged to read 
extensively by setting up a class library, encouraging review 
writing, and incorporating reading of books into the 
syllabus, and dedicating some class time to quiet reading.



Why do Extensive Reading?
 Builds vocabulary. 
 develop an awareness of collocations (common word partnerships) and 

thousands of lexical phrases.
 helps to understand grammar. 
 provides opportunities to see grammar in context so learners can 

deepen their understanding of how grammar is really used.
 build reading speed and reading fluency. 
 reading speed helps to understand language faster and better.
 Reading for pleasure builds confidence and motivation which makes the 

learner a more effective user of language.
 Develop reading habit,
 confidence in reading and
 Improve their attitude towards reading
 Become motivated to read. 
 Be more prepared for further academic courses because they have read 

large quantities.



b) Disadvantages
 costly and time-consuming to set up if materials are not 

already available. 
 Students need to have easy access to texts within their 

language proficiency level. An Extensive Reading program is 
easiest to establish when the students have a high level of 
second language  proficiency. For intermediate levels, 
students require a specialized library within their language 
proficiency range. They need texts they can read without 
great use of a dictionary.

 difficult to keep students challenged to read more difficult 
texts as the program continues. 



Develops stronger vocabulary. Children acquire language primarily through 
listening. ...
Builds connections between the spoken and written word. ...
Provides enjoyment. ...
Increases attention span. ...
Strengthens cognition. ...
Provides a safe way of exploring strong emotions. ...
Promotes bonding.
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